ILTA 2009 PRESS RELEASE
Fort Vale is introducing its “Safeload” range of manual and semi-automatic API bottom loading couplings to the US market at Booth 922 at the ILTA show.  The Safeload is the only coupler on the market with extended curved triggers.  These wrap around over 60% of the adapter’s circumference.  This unique design feature ensures maximum security of connection and significantly reduces wear to both the triggers and the adapter, increasing the longevity of both units.  
Fort Vale has conducted extensive R&D prior to launch and ongoing testing and inspection of couplers in the field.  An example of this is a Safeload semi-automatic coupler that was inspected after 18 months hard service through two winters.  The unit showed no sign of wear to the triggers or seals despite a throughput in excess of 90 million litres (24 million US gallons approx.)  Documentary evidence of this is available to view by contacting Fort Vale direct.

The Safeload coupler is compliant with ATEX Group II Cat.2, EN13083 and API RP1004 and is already the preference of many major oil companies in the U.K. and Europe due to its superior safety features, ease of maintenance and robust construction.
Additional design features ensure minimal amount of residual fuel at the poppet void space on disconnection;  protection against ingress of foreign debris;  robust yet positive ergonomic handling;  3 seal options cater for standard operation, Ethanol blends and artic conditions.

Complementary to the Safeload range are Fort Vale’s wear gauges and proprietary tools for operator safety and maintenance.  The API adapter wear gauge checks the wear to both the outside diameter and the contact face of the API tanker nose gauge.  It became mandatory in the UK in 2006 under section B.12.2 of the recognized industry standard “Safe Loading Pass for Trailers and Tank Equipment.”  There will be additions to the Fort Vale bottom loading petroleum transfer range later in 2009 - amongst these will be a multi-purpose wear gauge for added safety and peace of mind.  Visit Booth 922 for a full demonstration.
To sustain the long term life of the coupler there is a comprehensive maintenance manual containing over 60 full colour photographs with step-by-step instructions for changing the seals and using the wear gauges.
Fort Vale’s continued commitment to the improvement of its products and working practices underlines the company’s mission to make a major contribution to safety within the Petroleum Industry. 

Fort Vale has been established for over 40 years and is a recognised world class UK manufacturer and market leader in the supply of high quality components for the container tank and tanktruck industry.  Its U.S. subsidiary, Fort Vale Incorporated has been trading and growing for 27 years, servicing the U.S. OEM market as well as distributing genuine spare parts and providing expert after-market service and technical support.  The company is working hard to promote this exciting new choice of product to the US market and is now looking for partners to promote and service this unique range within the United States.
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Caption : Fort Vale Safeload semi-automatic API bottom loading coupler (94_2500)


     Fort Vale Safeload manual API bottom loading coupler (94_2700)
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